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permit Catholic Spain to overrun Ireland In the name
of Irish nationality would be suicidal for England and
would complete the circle of her enemies. Even Eliza-
beth was aware of this danger, and once she could with-
draw her infatuated eyes from the web of diplomacy
in the Netherlands, she attacked the Spanish ambassa-
dor, Don Bernardino de Mendoza.
That courtly and cultivated grandee, well aware that
Elizabeth's own soldiers had won the battle of Rynien-
ant against the Spanish army of occupation, that Eliza-
beth's seamen were looting Spanish possessions in the
Pacific, preferred to point out that the few boatloads of
Spanish and Italian soldiers in Ireland had proceeded
without either the orders or the knowledge of the King.
Mendoza probably had the morals of his time, but he
must have wondered what kind of woman Elizabeth
really was and what were the principles, if any, on which
she based her claims to consideration.
It turned out that the ambassador was right. What-
ever may have been Philip's sympathies for such men
as Stukely, Sanders, and Fitzmaurice, he was not likely
to embroil himself further so far from home. It was
all very well for the Irish clansmen to send word that
the Irish were of the true faith, that they were of Span-
ish descent, that Ireland was ripe for Spanish dominion.
He sent no army. A few ships with powder and stores
were got ready, but the Irish soon perceived that if
they were to drive the English out of Ireland they would
have to do it themselves, with the added complication
that more than one'of the great clans, in their bitter
enmity of the Geraldines, and the Scots, were siding
with the invaders. The English, with the adroitness
they occasionally reveal, gave the supreme command
to the Earl of Ormonde, an Irishman and Desmond's
hereditary foe. Sir Warham St. Leger, who was in
command in Kildare, and who was mentioned by Fro-